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US-China When Xi Jinping 
and wife Peng Liyuan 
visit Washington later this 
week, Barack Obama and 
his wife, Michelle, face the 
daunting task of trying to 
throw a warm and inviting 
dinner party for guests 
of honor accused of 
cyber-spying on the U.S., 
trampling human rights 
and engaging in assertive 
military tactics. More on p11

PakiStan postpones 
the execution of the 
country’s first known 
paraplegic on death row, 
about an hour before 
he was to be hanged. 
The man’s family 
(pictured) welcomed the 
development with relief 
and urged authorities to 
spare his life on medical 
grounds.

PhiliPPineS Hundreds of 
Philippine troops launch 
an offensive to capture at 
least six foreign Islamic 
militants and their Abu 
Sayyaf rebel allies in their 
latest attempt to crush al-
Qaida-linked extremists. 

More on  backpage

jetstar launches macau  
saigon route

pataca to be used 
in hengqin

Jetstar Pacific Airlines 
launched its first direct flight 
service from Macau to the 
largest Vietnamese city

A scheme to allow local 
currency circulation in 
Hengqin is being prepared 
by the New Area Committee
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4g services available in october

WORLD BRIEFS

Businessman Ng Lap 
Seng arrested in the US  P3

VW CEO again 
apologizes 
as emissions 
scandal widens  P7
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dsrt director:  
4g could be 
cheaper than 3g

The DirecTor of the Bu-
reau of Telecommunications 
Regulation (DSRT) Hoi Chi 
Leong said yesterday that the 
prices of the 4G network are 
already settled and compara-
tively to the current 3G they will 
eventually be cheaper per unit. 
However, he reminded that 
since the 4G is faster, citizens 
are likely to use more data, 
which can result in a larger bill 
if the users do not take the nec-
essary precautions regarding 
the Internet usage.
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Local telecommunications 
operator Companhia de Te-

lecomunicações de Macau SARL 
(CTM) has confirmed that its 4G 
mobile communication network 
will be available next month. 
CTM representatives expressed 
their views on the future of the 
telecom sector in Macau during 
a ceremony held yesterday af-
ternoon for the opening of a new 
shop located in the Areia Preta 
neighborhood. 

Aiming to provide an array of 
telecommunication services the 
first ‘4G+ Concept Store’, the 
shop is located in the Kam Hoi 
San building and is considered 
“a step forward in innovation 
and design,” according to a CTM 
spokesperson. The shop is seen 
as “the first look into the new vi-
sion of CTM for this sector.”

With extended opening hours 
(from 10.30 a.m. to 8 p.m., in-
cluding Sundays) and three ou-

The Secretary for Eco-
nomy and Finance, Lio-

nel Leong, has exchanged 
views with gaming opera-
tors on how to maintain 
economic vitality, enhance 
Macau’s competitiveness, 
stabilize the job market and 
strengthen social responsi-
bility in the sector.

According to a statement 
from Mr Leong issued by the 
Government Information 
Bureau, the government has 
always been concerned with 
the healthy development of 
the sector and employment 
opportunities for local peo-
ple, stressing the principle 
that non-resident workers 
should only be brought in to 
compensate for shortfalls in 
local human resources.

In a meeting with the re-
presentatives of six gaming 
concessionaires on 18 Sep-
tember, the Secretary urged 
the operators to continually 
provide more on-the-job 
training to their workers, 
in order to improve their 
upward mobility. The go-
vernment, in return, would 
make more effort in job ma-

Lawmaker José Pereira 
Coutinho has urged Ma-

cau’s government to disclo-
se the findings of a research 
study conducted on the topic 
of the city’s traffic and popu-
lation mobility behavior be-
tween 2009 and 2014. 

“The Transport Bureau 
(DSAT) commissioned a sur-
vey to a private company for 
MOP5.3 million to assess 
Macau’s traffic situation and 
population mobility beha-
viors in 2014,” he stated in a 
written enquiry, adding that 
citizens have questioned the 
utility of such a study. 

The lawmaker argued that 
residents have filed com-
plaints with the Citizens’ Su-
pport Office, which claimed 
that DSAT’s study was not 
useful, and was therefore “a 
waste of time and public mo-
ney.”

Residents, he added, also 
claimed that the questions 
posed during the survey were 
similar to existing surveys in 
the monthly bulletins, which 
were conducted by the Cen-

TRANSPORT

Coutinho urges gov’t 
to disclose traffic 
study findings

Lionel Leong meets 
with gaming operators

4G services available in October

will be given the option of a one-
month trial period of the new 4G 
network.

At the sidelines of the shop’s 
opening yesterday, CTM also in-
troduced the latest Apple Watch 
model, being the first telecom 
operator to do so in Macau. RM

sus and Statistics Services. 
Coutinho claimed that the-

re have been no improve-
ments to the region’s public 
transport system since 2009, 
and concluded by asking the 
question, “What kind of con-
crete results have DSAT’s 
survey provided?” 

tching and career changing.
As one of the pillars of the 

local economy, the heal-
thy development of gaming 
industry has a profound 
impact on Macau, he said. 
According to Mr Leong, the 
government intends to op-
timize legislation to stren-
gthen the regulation of 
concessionaires and junket 
operators, and to encoura-
ge more contributions from 
non-gaming elements – all 
in order to further expedite 
adequate diversification of 

the economy and enhance 
the sector’s worldwide com-
petiveness.

Representatives from ga-
ming concessionaires said 
that they would follow the 
government’s policy direc-
tion to propel the develop-
ment of non-gaming featu-
res and support locally made 
products. The representati-
ves also hoped for more su-
pport during the consolida-
tion period and more quality 
visitors to support the tou-
rism industry.

Among the current promotions 
being run by the shop, the com-
pany stated that, residents who 
already have a 3G data plan and 
a 4G compatible mobile device, 
starting from yesterday onwards 

tdoor kiosks with touch screens 
that allow access to products 
and extra information as some 
of its special features, this ‘Con-
cept Store’ is hoping to provide 
“time saving and efficiency”.

The shop also features a de-
monstration area where costu-
mers can experience the 4G+ 
network speed that the com-
pany will launch officially next 
month.
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AuThoriTies in the U.S. 
arrested Macau real estate 

developer Ng Lap Seng on Sa-
turday. Alongside his assistant, 
Jeff Yin, Mr Ng was charged with 
engaging in a two-year scheme to 
import over USD4.5 million into 
the United States under false 
pretenses.

Panda 
‘Shuxiang’ to 
return to the 
mainland 
Giant panda ‘Shuxiang’ 
will be sent back to the 
mainland for a national 
breeding program in 
November, the Secretary for 
Administration and Justice, 
Sonia Chan, announced 
yesterday. Following a 
meeting on health, animal 
and plant quarantine and 
food safety, which was 
attended by representatives 
from Guangdong, Hong 
Kong, Shenzhen and 
Zhuhai, Ms Chan revealed 
to reporters that the 
departure date is still to 
be confirmed with the 
mainland departments. The 
government will organize a 
farewell ceremony for the 
male panda, who has lived 
in Macau since 2010.

Ng Lap Seng (left) with Bill and Hillary Clinton in the 1990s
picture with 
clinton causes 
embarrassment 

accorDing To a ProPublica 
report, Macau businessman Ng 
Lap Seng figured prominently in 
a U.S. political scandal a decade 
earlier by carrying hundreds of 
thousands dollars of cash into 
the United States and funneling 
it to Democratic candidates 
through a Chinese-American 
intermediary. “More than a 
dozen people eventually pleaded 
guilty to violations of federal 
campaign contribution laws. 
The Clinton administration was 
deeply embarrassed when a 
photo surfaced of Ng with Presi-
dent Clinton,” the report reads.

Local real estate developer 
arrested in the US

Reuters has reported that both 
man were informed of the accu-
sations through a criminal com-
plaint released on Monday by a 
federal court in Manhattan, in 
which they were said to be enga-
ging in a conspiracy to obstruct 
and make false statements to 
U.S. customs authorities. 

A spokesman for Manhattan 
U.S. attorney Preet Bharara said 
that both men were arrested on 
Saturday. Prosecutors from the 
public corruption unit are now 
handling the case, following a 
probe by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI). 

According to the complaint, the 
Macau real estate developer and 

his assistant brought more than 
USD4.5 million in cash into the 
United States from China be-
tween July 2013 and September 
2015. 

The complaint alleges that Ng 
and Yin had concealed the true 
purpose of the money they had 
imported by repeatedly telling 
U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion officials that they would be 
buying art, antiques, real estate, 
or using the money for gambling.

However, the complaint did not 
disclose what the true purpose 
of the money turned out to be. It 
mentions, however, a June 2014 
meeting in the New York City bo-
rough of Queens with an unna-

med business associate, to whom 
Ng had brought USD400,000 
in cash. According to the com-
plaint, he had falsely stated that 
the money would be used to buy 
paintings and for gambling.

Moreover, in July 2014, an FBI 
agent served a federal subpoena 
to Ng in connection to an unre-
lated probe. 

Reuters reported that it is un-
clear why public prosecutors 
from Bharara’s public corruption 
unit are handling the case. 

Ng’s name was also mentioned 
in a Congressional probe into 
how foreign money was funneled 
into to the Democratic National 
Committee before the 1996 pre-
sidential election during Clin-
ton’s administration, but he was 
never charged. 

The Chief Executive, Chui Sai 
On, has declined to comment 
on Ng’s arrest, according to a 
TDM report. Mr Ng is a mem-
ber of Macau’s Economic De-
velopment Committee. He did 
not attend the committee’s most 
recent meeting, which was held 
yesterday. “I have no informa-
tion on this subject. According 
to information I gathered from 
the Committee, Mr Ng – who is 
a member – has requested not to 
attend today’s [yesterday] mee-
ting. I don’t have any additional 
information at hand, therefore I 
will not comment further,” Chui 
Sai On stated. CP
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macau-okinawa 
route 

JeTsar has ad-
vised that a new route 
will be launched from 
December this year. 
The flight will connect 
Macau to the Japanese 
island of Okinawa.

Vasco Fong

 
Business, 
tourism 
and cultural 
exchange 
are the 
goals we 
are seeking 
to achieve 
through this 
new route.

NguYEN TuAN ANH 
CHIEF CoMMERCIAL 

oFFICER oF JETSTAR 
PACIFIC AIRLINES
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Catarina Pinto

The coordinator of the Offi-
ce for Personal Data Protec-

tion (GPDP), Vasco Fong, has 
denied claims made by Macau’s 
pro-democracy group, the New 
Macau Association (ANM), that 
the bureau has been authori-
zing the police to access citi-
zens’ personal data.

Mr Fong reiterated that there 
was a misunderstanding follow- 
ing the release of GPDP’s latest 
report, through which the office 
confirmed that it had authori-
zed PJ officers to request per-
sonal data on members of local 
associations from the Identifi-
cation Services (DSI).

GPDP’s coordinator stressed 
that authorities are not collec-
ting personal data on associa-
tion members’ political affilia-
tions or religion/beliefs. He ex-
plained that if authorization is 
granted to the Judiciary Police 
to obtain information on mem-
bers of local associations, it is 
true that particular conclusions 
can be drawn upon inspection 
of such data.

“If someone is establishing a 

JeTsTar Pacific Air-
lines launched its first 

direct flight service from 
Macau to the largest Viet-
namese city yesterday 
morning at the Macau 
International Airport. 

This new flight servi-
ce will be offered twice 
weekly and adds to the 
airline’s existing rou-

CinemaTheque-Passion will host a Digital 
Screening Workshop on Saturday, 3 October, at 

2:30 p.m. The Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) announ-
ced that the event is free of charge and  applications 
to attend are now open. 

The workshop will be conducted by Wong Po Luen, 
founder of East Technology (Asia) Limited. It is ho-
ped that participants can familiarize themselves with 
the operation of digital projectors and the principles 
of film screening through witnessing a demonstra-
tion of the operation of an on-site projector Mr. 
Wong has been engaged in the inspection and main-
tenance of projection equipment for more than three 
decades. Seats are limited but representatives from 
local film companies and film associations, as well as 
film practitioners, will be given priority.

The Cinematheque opened on September 14 on a 
trial basis. More details about the series of public ac-
tivities at the venue will be released in October, IC 
announced.

GPDP denies breach of privacy 
accusations from New Macau 

Cinematheque opens 
applications for film 
screening workshop

Jetstar launches 
Macau – Saigon route

religious association, we can 
draw conclusions about that 
person’s religious convictions. 
Therefore we pointed out in the 
report that [authorities] that 
have access to that [associa-
tion’s] database need to treat 
this information carefully,” he 
told reporters yesterday, on the 
sidelines of a seminar on data 
protection and credit cards. 

He added that the PJ was not 
requesting access to informa-
tion on all associations. “In an 
ongoing probe, when [authori-
ties] are still gathering eviden-
ce, if they believe that they need 
to have access to specific infor-
mation, they may have access to 
that data,” he explained, adding 
that the access to citizens’ per-
sonal data by authorities is then 
monitored and controlled to 
ensure that it is accessed for the 
purposes of the investigation.

Political activist and vice-pre-
sident of the New Macau Asso-
ciation, Jason Chao, recently 
accused GPDP of “selling Macau 
people’s privacy to the police.” 

GPDP said in its annual report 
that it authorized the Judiciary 
Police to collect information 

through the Identification Ser-
vices on members of local asso-
ciations, including their “views 
on the world’s state,” political 
convictions, political affilia-
tions, trade union relations and 
religious beliefs. 

GPDP reiterated that the PJ is 
only allowed access to citizens’ 
personal data under the current 
legal framework. 

Mr Fong has acknowledged 
that Macau’s Personal Data 
Protection Law needs to be up-
dated to meet current digital 
industry trends, particularly 
regarding credit card payment 
operations. 

He believes that, in addition 
to reviewing Macau’s current 
data protection laws, there’s a 
need to promote the importan-
ce of protecting personal data. 

The coordinator pointed out 
that the office is also looking to 
build closer relationships with 
other data protection autho-
rities in neighboring regions, 
since trans-regional crimes in-
volving breaches of data protec-
tion regulations are on the rise.

Mr Fong revealed last May 
that there are plans to restruc-
ture the office and turn it into 
a Commission for Privacy and 
Data Protection, to ensure that 
it is recognized as an indepen-
dent entity by overseas orga-
nizations. He said that this is 
an ongoing process, and that 
they’re still waiting for an as-
sessment from the government. 

tes to Danang and Hai-
phong.

During the ribbon-cu-
tting ceremony for the 
new route’s opening, the 
Consul General of Viet-
nam to Macau and Hong 
Kong, Hoang Chi Trung, 
said that the link to Viet-
nam’s Ho Chi Minh City, 
commonly known as 
Saigon, serves to “stren-
gthen the relationship 
between the MSAR and 
the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam.” 

Mr Nguyen Tuan Anh, 
chief commercial officer 
of Jetstar Pacific Airli-
nes, highlighted in his 
speech that the company 
now runs “18 flights per 
week between Vietnam 
and Macau,” and ad-
ding: “Business, tourism 
and cultural exchange 
between Vietnam and 
Macau are the goals we 
are seeking to achieve 
through this new route.”

This is the first time 
that Jetstar Pacific Airli-

nes has launched a rou-
te between the MSAR 
and Vietnam since the 
suspension of the route 
to Hanoi, the country’s 
capital, which had only 
been in operation for 
just over four months, 
as reported by the Times 
in August 2014. 

The Hanoi route was 
suspended after vio-
lence escalated in Viet-
nam over a disputed oil 
drilling area that was 
claimed by both Viet-
namese and Chinese 
authorities. In August 
2014, a Macau Interna-
tional Airport Company 
Limited representative 
told the Times that the 
route was only being 
suspended temporarily 
due to concerns for safe-
ty and was due to be re- 
launched soon. Howe-
ver, there are currently 
no signs of the route 
being resumed. RM
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The recent yuan 
depreciation 
has not 
deterred Macau 
entrepreneurs.
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MainlanD au-
thorities are stri-
ving to draw up a 
preliminary sche-

me within the year that wou-
ld allow local currency to be 
used in Hengqin before they 
move to seek approval from 
the Chinese central bank. This 
information was revealed by 
Hengqin New Area Adminis-
trative Committee director Niu 
Jing yesterday on the sidelines 
of a session exploring financial 
cooperation with the neighbo-
ring island.

While the Hengqin free trade 
zone further prepares for col-
laboration between local and 
mainland enterprises, the ini-
tiative to encourage shopping, 

Chinese authorities have confirmed that 
they are investigating an American busi-

nesswoman who is suspected of threatening 
China’s national security, corroborating earlier 
media reports that Phan Phan-Gillis of Hous-
ton had been detained when trying to enter 
Macau. 

According to her family, Phan-Gillis is the head 
of the Houston Shenzhen Sister City Association. 
She visited China on a trade delegation with bu-
siness people and city officials from Houston, 
Texas, and was detained while attempting to 
cross from the southern city of Zhuhai to Macau 
on March 19. She has been held by Chinese au-
thorities for about six months.

Foreign ministry spokesman Hong Lei said 
yesterday that Beijing is handling the case of 
Phan-Gillis according to China’s laws, and con-
firmed that the woman is in a healthy condition.

Phan-Gillis is a Vietnamese-American of Chi-

An exhibition featuring 
up to 20 Portuguese 

and local illustration artists 
will make its appearance at 
the Rui Cunha Foundation 
gallery between October 8 
and 31 after being showca-
sed in the Portuguese city 
of Porto. 

The “Macau and Portugal 
Art of Illustration Exhibi-
tion,” hosted by the Yunyi 
Arts and Cultural Commu-
nications Association, aims 
to popularize local art pie-
ces overseas while bringing 
contemporary illustrations 
from Portugal into the re-
gion for appreciation. Be-
sides, the organizer hopes 
that the bonding between 
artists from both sides will 
further be cemented throu-
gh such a platform.

The number of com-
plaints submitted to the 

Consumer Council increased 
during the first half of this 
year. 887 complaints were 
made, one quarter of them 
related to the telecommuni-
cations sector, mainly about 
tariffs, roaming charges and 
the quality of both pre- and 
post-sale services on 3G mo-
bile phones.

During the first half of 
the year there was also a 
significant number of com-
plaints (76) about public 
transportation, mostly re-
lated to the cancellation of 
airline tickets during this 
summer’s MERS outbreak 
in South Korea. Other com-
plaints were related to areas 
such as cosmetic treatmen-
ts, food and beverages, and 
tourism and retail services.

The Consumer Council 

Telecom sector tops 
Consumer Council 
complaints

ARTS

Macau-Portugal 
illustration exhibition 
to open in October

Alleged spy detained 
at Gongbei border

Coloane seen from Hengqin island 

Local currency to be 
used in Hengqin

“Our goal is to provide lo-
cal artists opportunities to 
expand and grow in their 
careers, and to share their 
work with the general pu-
blic on a large scale,” the 
group stated in a press re-
lease.

The organizer also expres-
sed wishes that the indi-
viduals, while visiting the 
gallery, could deepen their 
understanding of the illus-
trations, which was said to 
be closely interrelated to di-
fferent sectors in the society. 

The exhibition will open 
to the public after its ope-
ning ceremony on October 
7 at 6.30 p.m. It will re-
main open until the end of 
the month. A total of 40 art 
pieces will be featured at 
the Rui Cunha Foundation.   

announced that it assessed 
over 3,500 cases, including 
complaints, information 
requests and suggestions. 

catering and entertainment in 
Hengqin has yet to see a con-
crete framework, because the 
government is still considering 
regimes and precautionary 
measures against financial sa-
fety risks associated with the 
move, Niu said.

He also said that “the recent 
yuan depreciation has not de-
terred Macau entrepreneurs” 
from launching their busines-
ses in the zone, as the senti-
ment has remained “strong” 
and “active.”

Since July 13, the Chinese Cen-
tral Bank has granted mainland 
entrepreneurs who have busi-
ness ventures registered in Hen-
gqin permits to receive loans 
from the mainland. This infor-
mation was revealed by Wan 
Sin Long, a committee member 
from the Monetary Authority 
of Macau, who added that a to-
tal of 11 direct loans have been 
made from local banks to such 
businessmen, amounting to 
RMB730 million. AU

nese descent. As reported by Reuters, Chinese 
Foreign Ministry spokesman Hong Lei said that 
Phan-Gillis was suspected of “endangering Chi-
na’s national security” and is being investigated 
by “relevant Chinese authorities.”

The Houston Chronicle reported on Monday 
that the woman was in a trade delegation to Chi-
na when she was stopped on her way to Macau.

Her husband, Jeff Gillis, told the Chronicle 
that he has decided to publicize her six-month 
detention just as Chinese President Xi Jinping 
is visiting the U.S. this week, in the hopes of 
pressuring Beijing and Washington to secure 
her release.

According to a statement, cited by Reuters, 
Jeff Gillis described his wife as “a hard-working 
businesswoman who spends huge amounts of 
time on non-profit activities that benefit Hous-
ton-China relations.” “Sandy is not a spy or a 
thief,” he added.  
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BUSINESS分析

    
corporate bits

Sands China Ltd. is celebrating International Housekee-
ping Week with activities for team members at The Ve-
netian Macao, Sands Cotai Central and Sands Macao. 
Team member events at the three properties include 
prize draws, talent shows, torch relays, a mummy-wra-
pping game, tug-of-war, a bed-making competition, and 
a sustainability-minded competition that will challenge 
team members to use recyclable materials to create a 
3-D model.

“These team member events are a way to celebrate and 
recognize the hard work and dedication of Sands Chi-
na’s housekeeping team, and to help further boost team 
spirit and encourage the continued drive for service ex-
cellence,” said Ciaran Carruthers, senior vice president 
and director of Venetian and Plaza operations for Sands 
China Ltd. “Having a dedicated week allows Sands China 
to plan activities for its housekeeping teams to partici-
pate in and enjoy, while allowing team members in other 
departments to recognize the important contribution that 
housekeeping makes to our daily operations.”

International Housekeeping Week is marked annually 
during the second week of September, and has been 
celebrated around the world since 1981. The Venetian 
Macao first observed International Housekeeping Week 
in 2008.

sands china celebrates 
housekeeping week

Lucas Shaw

HearsT Corp. has 
made another bet on 

an emerging pop-culture 
brand, investing USD21 
million in Complex Me-
dia, a digital-media com-
pany that operates we-
bsites devoted to music, 
fashion, food and movies.

Hearst, the publisher of 
Cosmopolitan and Esqui-
re magazines, last year 
acquired a 25 percent 
stake in youth-focused 
online programmer Awe-
someness TV and inves-
ted in Vice Media throu-
gh its jointly owned A+E 
Networks. This most 
recent round brings the 
total raised by Complex, 
whose properties include 
the fan-boy site Collider, 
to $52 million, according 
to a statement Tuesday.

Media companies are 

Magazines published by Hearst Corporation 

MEDIA 

Hearst invests USD21m 
in pop-culture network 
Complex Media

investing in online en-
terprises that provide 
promising, inexpensive 
new formats and talent at 
a time of uncertainty in 
the traditional television 
business. Hearst, based 
in New York, is targeting 
very strong brands that 
could turn into cable ne-
tworks of the future, said 
Neeraj Khemlani, presi-
dent of the company’s di-
gital studios unit. He said 

Complex could especially 
help Hearst attracting 
young men.

“What really matters 
here is allowing great 
content creators and 
editors at Complex to be 
able to continue to super 
serve this very elusive au-
dience,” Khemlani said 
in an interview. “This is 
a way to learn from great 
brands, find ways for 
them to work together 

and look for opportuni-
ties.”

Complex has been pro-
fitable since 2010, accor-
ding to the statement. It 
will use the new capital 
to produce more original 
video, a major avenue of 
growth for the company, 
which began as a magazi-
ne, said Chief Executive 
Officer Rich Antoniello.

The company’s network 
of channels generated 
192 million monthly 
views last month, a fi-
vefold jump from a year 
earlier. The company has 
sewn up collaborations 
with talent including 
Spike Lee, Tony Hawk 
and Bunim/Murray Pro-
ductions, the company 
that makes shows inclu-
ding “Real World” and 
“Keeping Up With the 
Kardashians.”

Complex, also based in 
New York, plans to pro-
duce television and mo-
vies for traditional media 
outlets, and potentially 
for new distributors like 
Apple Inc., according to 
Antoniello. Hearst owns 
local television stations, 
as well as stakes in ESPN, 
A+E Networks and Es-
quire Network. Bloomberg 

The crisis enveloping 
Volkswagen AG, the 
world's top-selling car-
maker, escalated yes-

terday as the company issued 
a profit warning following a 
stunning admission that some 
11 million of its diesel vehicles 
worldwide were fitted with sof-
tware at the center of a U.S. 
emissions scandal.

The German company said it 
was setting aside around 6.5 
billion euros (USD7.3 billion) to 
cover the fallout from the scan-
dal that has tarnished VW's re-
putation, raised questions over 
the future of CEO Martin Win-
terkorn and battered its share 
price.

Winterkorn pledged a fast and 
thorough investigation.

"Millions of people across the 
world trust our brands, our cars 
and our technologies," he said 
in a video message. "I am en-
dlessly sorry that we have disa-
ppointed this trust. I apologize 
in every way to our customers, 
to authorities and the whole pu-
blic for the wrongdoing."

"We are asking, I am asking for 
your trust on our way forward," 
he said. "We will clear this up."

EMISSIONS SCANDAL

VW boss ‘endlessly sorry’, company 
set aside USD7.3 billion for fallout

The damage to Volkswagen's 
reputation is reflected in the 
market's response. Volkswa-
gen's share price slid a further 
16.2 percent yesterday to a near 
four-year low of 112 euros. The 
fall comes on top of Monday's 
17 percent decline.

The trigger to the company's 
market woes was last Friday's 
revelation from the U.S.'s En-
vironmental Protection Agency 

that VW rigged nearly half a 
million cars to defeat U.S. smog 
tests.

The company told U.S. regu-
lators that it intentionally ins-
talled software programmed 
to switch engines to a cleaner 
mode during official emissions 
testing. The software then swi-
tches off again, enabling cars to 
drive more powerfully on the 
road while emitting as much 

as 40 times the legal pollution 
limit.

"In my German words: we 
have totally screwed up," the 
head of Volkswagen's U.S. divi-
sion, Michael Horn, told an au-
dience in New York on Monday.

In a statement Tuesday, 
Volkswagen gave more details, 
admitting that there were "dis-
crepancies" related to vehicles 
with Type EA 189 engines and 
involving some 11 million vehi-
cles worldwide. The number of 
vehicles involved is more than 
the 10 million or so cars it sold 
in 2014.

Volkswagen said it is "working 
intensely" to solve the problem 
and that it "does not tolerate 
any kind of violation of laws 
whatsoever."

To cover the necessary service 
measures and what Volkswagen 
says are "other efforts to win 
back the trust" of customers, 
the company said it is setting 
aside some 6.5 billion euros in 
the current quarter. There was 
no mention of fines or penalties 
in the company's statement. 
The EPA has indicated that it 
could, in theory, fine VW up to 
$18 billion. AP

south korea to 
probe vw diesel 
vehicle emissions 

souTh korea said yester-
day it will investigate emission 
levels of Volkswagen diesel 
vehicles after the world’s top-
selling automaker admitted 
cheating U.S. tests.
Park Pan-kyu, a deputy director 
at South Korea’s environment 
ministry, said that four models 
— Golf, Jetta, Beetle and Audi 
A3 — are subject to the probe, 
which is expected to end in No-
vember. About 6,000 vehicles 
made in 2014 and 2015 were 
sold under those nameplates in 
South Korea.
Volkswagen AG admitted that 
it rigged U.S. tests so it would 
appear that its diesel-powered 
cars were emitting fewer ni-
trogen oxides, which can con-
tribute to ozone buildup and 
respiratory illness.
Park said Volkswagen could 
be fined up to 4 billion won 
(USD3.4 million) and required 
to recall the vehicles if wrong-
doing is found.
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Brian Chappatta

MississiPPi, the poo-
rest U.S. state, is selling 

its first bonds backed by gam-
bling taxes after its share of the 
winnings fell to the lowest since 
1997, two casinos closed and its 
neighbors began looking at ex-
panding into the business. In-
vestors may still like the odds.

The USD200 million of bonds 
carry Standard & Poor’s fifth-hi-
ghest credit rating because the 
state’s gaming revenue covers 
the debt service 10 times over, 
even though it’s fallen almost 30 
percent from the 2008 peak.

Potential competition from 
neighboring states, along with 
closures of a Harrah’s casino in 
Tunica and another on the 
Gulf Coast, may lead the state 
to dangle higher-than-average 
yields to draw buyers to the of-
fering today, said Burt Mulford 
at Eagle Asset Management.

“There has been a trend of 
decline in this sector in ter-
ms of state gaming revenue,” 
said Mulford, a manager of tax
-exempt funds for the St. Peter-
sburg, Florida-based firm, whi-
ch holds $2.4 billion of munici-
pal bonds. “It’ll come at a very 
wide spread, at least initially, 
and because it’s a name a lot 
of managers don’t own, they’re 
going to want to add it.”

Mississippi joins states across 
the U.S. that have seen their 
share of gambling money dwin-
dle as others expanded the in-
dustry to bring in cash after the 
recession. Last year, casino re-
venue dropped in 10 of the 12 
biggest gambling states, inclu-
ding Mississippi, according to 
data compiled by the University 
of Nevada, Las Vegas.

With more than $2 billion in 
revenue from 28 casinos, Mis-
sissippi’s industry ranks sixth 
nationwide. That’s drawn the 
attention of its neighbors: Ala-
bama and Georgia pushed to 
legalize gambling in the last le-
gislative session, said Jon Grif-
fin, who tracks the issue for the 
National Conference of State 
Legislatures in Denver. 

 Almost two-
thirds of the 23 
million visitors 
to Mississippi 
casinos in 2014 
came from 
another state

The Isle of Capri Casino in Natchez

As casinos falter, Mississippi sells 
debt backed by gambling tax

Alabama sought to estab-
lish a lottery and authori-
ze casino gambling. Georgia 
lawmakers proposed a consti-
tutional amendment to over-
turn its casino ban. Neither ef-
fort succeeded.

“Legalized gaming in Alabama 
could severely affect gaming 
revenue” because Mississippi’s 
Gulf Coast casinos drew 2.5 
million visitors from its nei-
ghbor in 2014, according to the 
offering statement. Gambling 
on the Mississippi River, a cen-
ter of the state’s casino indus-
try, has already suffered from 
expanded options in Arkansas, 
with visitors from the state 
and Tennessee declining more 
than 50 percent in the past four 
years, the statement says.

In addition to the two casinos 
that closed last year, the Isle of 

Capri Casino in Natchez will 
shutter next month, according 
to bond documents. Offsetting 
that, a new one is set to be bui-
lt by the end of 2015 along the 
Gulf Coast with more than twice 
as many slot machines and se-
ven times as many table games.

Mississippi’s tax revenue from 
gambling fell in the 2014 budget 

year to about $164 million, a 17-
year low, from as much as $230 
million in 2008, according to 
offering documents. For the 12 
months ended June 30, the col-
lections totaled $167 million.

The state’s view on the gaming 
industry “is it’s going to be sta-
ble for quite some time,” Mark 
Valentine, director of the bond 
advisory division in Mississi-
ppi, said in an interview. “It’s 
not like there’s just one or two 
casinos.”

Almost two-thirds of the 23 
million visitors to Mississippi 
casinos in 2014 came from ano-
ther state, according to bond 
documents. While that keeps 
cash in the pockets of its citi-
zens, it also makes Mississippi 
more vulnerable to competi-
tion, said Howard Cure at Ever-
core Wealth Management.

“If you attract people from all 
over the country, you’re taxing 
tourists, which is always pre-
ferred from a political point of 
view,” said Cure, head of mu-
nicipal research in New York at 
Evercore, which oversees about 
$6 billion. “But there’s defini-
tely a saturation point to this. 
I usually stay away from these 
type of pure gaming-secured-
type debt instruments because 
of those risks.”

Mississippi’s gambling reve-
nue is also vulnerable to bad 
weather. After Hurricane Ka-
trina struck in 2005, the Hard 
Rock Casino didn’t open until 
almost two years later, accor-
ding to offering documents.

Proceeds will be used to repair 
and replace bridges. In parti-
cular, as much as $18 million 
will go toward the Vicksburg 
Bridge, which spans the Missis-
sippi River into Louisiana. It’s 
the most-heavily traveled brid-
ge in the state to be considered 
“structurally deficient,” accor-
ding to Mississippi’s transpor-
tation department.

The state’s 23-year history in 
the casino business has given 
it a leg up on states trying to 
capture its market share, said 
Mulford, the investor at Eagle 
Asset Management. He said 
that provides some cushion for 
the bonds, which mature from 
2016 to 2035.

Twenty-year tax-exempt reve-
nue bonds with a similar rating 
yield about 3.7 percent, com-
pared with about 3 percent for 
top- rated debt, according to 
data compiled by Bloomberg.

“The trend is down,” Mulford 
said. “But they have such excess 
coverage in their ability to co-
ver debt service that they’re in 
a good position to cover decli-
ning revenues.” Bloomberg
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Chinese group CITIC is in talks 
with the Angolan government to 

be granted 30,000 hectares of land 
to farm in Bié province, Chinese 
state news agency Xinhua reported. 
The agency said that the land would 
be allocated to rice production, as 
part of a project that has the finan-
cial support of Chinese banks.

The Chinese state group currently 
manages two major agricultural 
areas with a total of 20,000 hectares 
in the provinces of Uíge and Malan-
je, which are pilot areas for agricul-
tural development in Angola.

“Angola has a lot of rainfall and we 
are trying to recover its status as a 
major grain producer in Africa,” said 
Liu Guigen, general manager of CI-
TIC Construction Africa group that 
is involved in the project. The CITIC 
farm in Malange, 380 kilometers 
from Luanda, is considered the most 
modern and advanced farming unit 
in Angola, having harvested over 10 
tons of grain last season. The Uíge 
farm, in addition to agriculture, is 
also developing an animal husban-
dry project. MDT/Macauhub

ANgOLA

Chinese 
group CITIC 
modernizes 
agriculture Angola and Mozambi-

que have attracted major 
international retail chains 
and, according to the “Afri-
can Retail Development In-
dex” drawn up by A.T. Kear-
ney, are among the 15 most 
attractive African countries 
for this type of investment.

The consultancy puts An-
gola in 3rd place among 
the most attractive African 
countries for international 
retail chains, behind Gabon 
and Botswana, and ahead of 
Nigeria, taking into account 
factors such as the size of the 
urban population, business 
efficiency and risk to inves-
tors, in the study published 
this month in New York.

Angola has one of the fastest 
growing African economies 
and retail and real estate are 
booming the consultancy 
said noting, however, that the 
Angolan middle class is still 
“small” and consumer spen-
ding is also low.

The sharp population in-
crease and average income 

Nosso Super, Angola

Angola and Mozambique 
attract retail chains

in Angola has made chains 
such as South Africa’s Spar, 
following the example of 
other South African groups 
such as Shoprite, decide to 
invest in the country, after 
Brazilian group Odebrecht 
was called in by the gover-
nment to partner in the lo-
gistics management of state 
supermarket chain Nosso 
Super.

Among the major interna-
tional chains that have been 
expanding in Africa are US 
company Wal-Mart, but also 
giants from South Africa such 
as Woolworths and Pick ‘n 
Pay Stores. In the study by 
A.T. Kearney, Mozambique 
emerged as the 15th most 
attractive country for these 
bonds.

The consultancy believes 

that the Mozambican retail 
sector is dominated by Sou-
th African companies, par-
ticularly Shoprite, but also 
that the impact of economic 
growth, the highest in Afri-
ca, mainly related to mining 
activity is not felt to a great 
extent in the cities.

As in Angola, the Chinese 
community is strongly re-
presented in the retail tra-
de and has been investing 
in large stores. In Mozam-
bique a new hypermarket 
recently opened that is 
managed by “Number One 
Supermarket” offering 
food, beverages, household 
appliances and other pro-
ducts, following an invest-
ment of US$2 million in 
the city of Quelimane, ca-
pital of Zambézia province.

According to Mozambican 
newspaper Notícias, in the 
medium term Chinese in-
vestors want to build a si-
milar project in the city of 
Mocuba in central Zambé-
zia province. MDT/Macauhub
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Helene Franchineau
Wulong Karst National Park

Askar Obulqasim 
scans a valley be-

tween limestone cliffs re-
miniscent of a classic Chi-
nese painting as he plots 
out the terrain for his next 
big feat.

He plans to string a 
1,000-meter rope some 
300 meters above the 
ground in the Wulong 
Karst National Park in 
central China, then walk 
to the middle of it and 
sit down for an hour with 
a bottle balanced on his 
head.

Already the holder of 
several tightrope wor-
ld records, including 
the fastest walk across a 
100-meter rope in 2013, 
Askar hopes to draw in-
ternational attention to 
the profession known 
among fellow ethnic Mus-
lim Uighurs as dawaz.

“I want to transmit 
the culture of tightrope 
walking to the next gene-
ration of children so that 
when we are gone, they can 
also transmit this art to the 
next generation,” he said 
after surveying the drama-
tic landscape below him.

WashingTon’s popular museum about 
news media is preparing an eye-catching 

welcome for Chinese President Xi Jinping’s 
high- profile state visit this week: large banners 
calling for his authoritarian government to res-
pect human rights and press freedom.

The nonprofit Newseum, which lies on 
Pennsylvania Avenue a few blocks from the 
White House, has unveiled the Chinese-lan-
guage slogans yesterday. Xi is set to arrive in 
Washington tomorrow ahead of an Oval Office 
meeting with President Barack Obama.

Jeffrey Herbst, the Newseum’s chief executi-
ve officer, said it is the first time the museum, 
which has occupied its current site for seven 
years, has used its prominent facade to highli-
ght a situation in a foreign country when its 
head of state visits Washington. The facade also 
has a permanent 75-foot-high rendering of the 
First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution that 
enshrines the right of free speech.

“It’s a vivid contrast with the repression of 
speech, expression and religion in China right 
now,” Herbst told The Associated Press yester-
day.

Among the six slogans to be displayed are: 
“Release human rights defenders in China,” 
‘’Long live freedom and democracy” and “Lift 
restrictions, free the press.”

The Newseum will also highlight the cases of 
imprisoned journalists and activists, and dis-
play a model of the “Goddess of Liberty” created 
for the 1989 Tiananmen Square prodemocracy 
protests that were crushed by Chinese authori-
ties, killing hundreds of people.

Herbst said that it was important for the mu-
seum to take a very public stance on free speech 
in China because as a rising power and home 
to nearly a fifth of the world’s population, “in 
a very real sense, the world can’t be free unless 
China is free.”

Since Xi became president in 2013, China 
has waged its toughest crackdown in years on 
activists. That’s part of a wider move to stymie 
Western-style freedoms in China’s increasingly 
prosperous and connected, but politically cons-
trained, society.

Delphine Halgand, U.S. director of Reporters 
Without Borders — one of several rights groups 
working with the Newseum on the display — 
said 24 professional journalists and 84 citizen-
journalists are currently in jail in China.

She said the Newseum display would give a 
platform for a message that people in China are 
unable to express freely themselves.

“The Chinese government is very good at iso-
lating protesters, but they can’t avoid seeing 
banners like these on Pennsylvania Avenue,” 
she said.

It wasn’t immediately clear whether Xi would 
pass the site during his stay. It lies on a broad 
avenue that runs between the White House and 
the Capitol. The display will stay up until Sun-
day. AP

Newseum on Pennsylvania Avenue

Askar Obulqasim perform walking on a tightrope during a show at a theme park outside Kunming in 
southwest China’s Yunnan province

Newseum displays 
freedom slogans 
in Chinese during 
Xi visit 
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upholds long tradition 
of tightrope walking

Many Uighurs con-
sider the more than a 
millennium-old tradi-
tion of dawaz one of the 
noblest exports of their 
home region of Xinjiang, 
and pride themselves on 
doing their feats without 
safety nets. Fellow Uighur 
Adili Wuxor gained fame 
after spending 60 days 
walking on a tightrope in 
Beijing’s Bird’s Nest Sta-
dium in 2010.

Askar, 42, said the pro-
fession is less about athle-
ticism than it is about re-
silience.

Resilience is a common 
theme among Uighurs 
(pronounced WEE-gurs), 
who often feel left out of 
the government-driven 
economic development 
in their home region; cri-
tics have said the growth 
benefits incoming Han 
Chinese more than native 
Uighurs. This discontent 
has driven many to try to 
leave China through Sou-
theast Asia en route to 
Turkey, to which Uighurs 
have linguistic and cultu-
ral ties. It also has fueled 
unrest that has erupted 
in terrorist attacks, inclu-
ding a March 2014 knife 
attack by eight assailan-

ts that killed 29 people 
at the railway station in 
Kunming, far from Xin-
jiang in southern China.

Some of that unrest 
may have spilled over 
into Thailand, where au-
thorities suspect a recent 
deadly bombing involved 
people linked to the ille-
gal trafficking of Uighurs 
through Thailand.

Askar, who lives and 
works near Kunming, 
said he deeply resents mi-
litants who have launched 
attacks for marring the 
reputation of Uighurs. He 
said that after the railway 
attack, he dared not say 
he is from Xinjiang, pre-
ferring to pretend instead 
that he is from Turkey.

“I was very afraid,” he 
said during a recent two-
day tour with a journa-
list of the Wulong park, 
near Chongqing, and the 
theme park in Kunming 
where he normally works. 
“Why? Because a small 
group of bad people in-
fluenced the way all the 
Uighurs are perceived.”

Rope walking has a long 
tradition among Uighurs 
and originally was tied to 
religion, said Uighur lan-
guage professor and re-

searcher Gulnisa Nazaro-
va of Indiana University.

“Climbing on top of the 
rope was regarded as a 
way of ascending into the 
abode of God,” Nazarova 
said. “Those who ascen-
ded the rope enjoyed a 
special status among the 
common folk and were 
particularly revered as 
holy men.”

It also ties into the Ui-
ghur sense of heroism and 
adventure, Nazarova said. 
“To the Uighur mind, 
dawaz tightrope walkers 
are emblematic of the 
Uighurs’ inherent adven-
turousness and, perhaps, 
foolhardiness. They belie-
ve that this temperament 
is in their genes.”

It’s isn’t clear how many 
dawaz practitioners there 
are, although prominent 
tightrope walkers can 
be found in many cities 
across Xinjiang. The most 
famous Uighur tightrope 
walker is probably Adil 
Hoshur, who appeared 
in the film “Kings of the 
Sky.”

Nowadays, when Askar 
is not looking for his next 
challenge, he can be fou-
nd performing twice daily 
at Dwarf Empire, a theme 
park featuring dwarfs. He 
and a fellow Uighur who 
goes by the single name 
of Anwar, 23, have a well- 
rehearsed performance 
involving stunts like lying 
down or running on the 
rope.

The Wulong park walk is 
likely to happen within a 
few months, but no exact 
date has been set.

After years of perfor-
ming professionally, 
Askar said he is not afraid 
anymore, no matter how 
high the rope is.

But he still has his pre- 
performance routine.

Seconds before stepping 
on the rope, he checks 
messages on his cellpho-
ne, his long dreadlocks 
hanging around his face. 
Then, he utters a short 
prayer to Allah, grabs a 
long metal pole and starts 
walking.

About 10 minutes later, 
as he steps off the rope 
and puts back the metal 
beam that helped him 
maintain balance, Askar 
is sweaty and out of brea-
th, but a radiant smile 
shines on his face. AP

ap
 p

h
ot

o



wed 23.09.2015

11
 

th Anniversary

 CHINA中國
 

11

Nancy Benac, Washington

IT’s never good when ten-
sion is on the dinner menu.

When Chinese President 
Xi Jinping and wife Peng 

Liyuan visit Washington later 
this week, President Barack 
Obama and his wife, Michelle, 
face the daunting task of trying 
to throw a warm and inviting 
dinner party for guests of honor 
accused of cyber-spying on the 
U.S., trampling human rights 
and engaging in assertive mili-
tary tactics.

China, in turn, is miffed at 
the U.S. for what it says are 
groundless accusations about 
hacking, and wants the U.S. to 
butt out of territorial disputes 
in the South China Sea. Not to 
mention the long-standing dis-
pute over Taiwan.

Where will all this leave the 
few hundred guests selected to 
attend Friday night’s lavish sta-
te dinner honoring the Chinese 
president?

Most likely still thrilled to be 
there, geopolitics be damned.

“Who wouldn’t want to be in 
the room?” says Cosmopolitan 
editor-in-chief Joanna Coles, 
who attended a 2014 state din-
ner for French President Fran-
cois Hollande. “Die-hard cool 
people are excited to be there. 
No one is too cool to be in the 
room with the head of China 
and the head of the U.S.”

So, guests will be happy to be 
there. But also keenly aware 
of the dining-with-frenemies 
dynamic of an event where all 
sides will be working to be on 
their best behavior.

“It’s a delicate dance, and it 
always has been,” says Anita 
McBride, who served as chief of 
staff to first lady Laura Bush.

She said the Chinese will be 
looking for a “sign that you 
are not offending them” while 
Americans will be looking for a 
sign that Obama is “standing up 
for us.”

Under the best of diplomatic 

CyberesPionage 
for economic gain by 

China is putting “enor-
mous strain” on U.S.-Chi-
na relations and needs to 
stop, President Barack 
Obama’s national securi-
ty adviser said yesterday.

Susan Rice was speaking 
on relations between 
the two world powers 
at George Washington 
University ahead of a hi-
gh-profile state visit this 
week by Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping.

Rice urged China to join 
the U.S. in promoting 
responsible forms of sta-
te behavior in cyberspa-
ce. She said it would be a 

President Barack Obama toasts with Chinese President Xi Jinping at a lunch banquet in the Great Hall of the People in Beijing

National Security Adviser Susan Rice

 
It’s a delicate 
dance, and 
it always has 
been.
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Undercurrent of tension on 
China state dinner menu  

circumstances, the Chinese can 
be quick to perceive a slight.

During the last state visit for 
China, in 2011, the pianist Lang 
Lang’s decision to play a song 
from the soundtrack of a 1956 
film about the Korean War was 
widely seen by the Chinese as a 
snub directed at the American 
hosts, although the Chinese- 
born virtuoso himself said that 

was nonsense.
The escalating U.S.-China ten-

sions of recent months will add 
extra layers of drama to what 
already would have been a sen-
sitive event.

Will Obama and Xi be photo-
graphed toasting one another? 
Probably.

Will the promised blunt talk 
over policy differences during 
the leaders’ daytime meetings 
carry over to their dinner-table 
conversation? Probably not.

Will invited guests mix it up 
over U.S.-China policy disputes 
even if the host and guest of ho-
nor don’t? We may never know.

And what about critics who 
don’t make the dinner list? Will 
their protests register with tho-
se who do? It’s happened befo-
re.

In 2006, a screaming pro-
tester interrupted the White 

House welcoming ceremony for 
China’s Hu Jintao and called 
on President George W. Bush 
to stop Hu from persecuting 
the Falun Gong religious mo-
vement. The tirade went on 
for several minutes before the 
woman was removed, as Bush 
whispered to Hu: “You’re OK.” 
Adding to the tension, a White 
House announcer at the same 
ceremony made the cringe-wor-
thy gaffe of referring to China 
as the “Republic of China,” the 
formal name of Taiwan.

When it comes time for Fri-
day’s dinner toasts, Obama will 
be in the awkward position of 
raising a glass in grand fashion 
with the leader of a country he’s 
threatening to punish for in-
dustrial espionage and faulting 
for its crackdown on activists.

That’s causing palpitations 
among the president’s critics, 

especially the Republicans ho-
ping to succeed him in the Whi-
te House.

Florida Sen. Marco Rubio says 
it should have been bumped 
down to a working visit sans 
pomp and pageantry. Celebri-
ty businessman Donald Trump 
says he would’ve offered Xi 
a Big Mac — double-sized, at 
least.

White House officials, for 
their part, defend the dinner 
as an important opportunity to 
improve relations between two 
world powers. They stress that 
for all their many differences, 
China and the U.S. have succes-
sfully worked together on plen-
ty of other matters, including 
climate change, North Korea’s 
nuclear threat and the Iran nu-
clear deal.

Obama’s challenge, says 
McBride, will be to “convey tou-
ghness with graciousness.”

As for the White House party 
planners, their focus remains 
largely the same regardless of 
who’s the guest of honor: sti-
cking to the established state-
dinner framework and execu-
ting it with perfection.

“There are always four sets of 
eyes that look at all the logisti-
cs,” says Capricia Marshall, a 
former Obama protocol chief 
and social secretary in the Clin-
ton administration.

Marshall expressed confiden-
ce the Obama team would en-
sure “there are no protocol sli-
p-ups.” She added, though, that 
when “oopsidoodles” do occur, 
“you try to keep those behind 
the curtain.” AP

US-CHINA

Cyberespionage puts ‘enormous strain’ on ties

“critical factor” in deter-
mining trajectory of US-
China ties.

“This isn’t a mild irri-

tation; it’s an economic 
and national security 
concern to the United 
States. It puts enormous 

strain on our bilateral re-
lationship,” Rice said.

Hacking attacks on U.S. 
companies and govern-
ment agencies have be-
come a growing source of 
tension ahead of the visit 
by Xi, who will meet Oba-
ma on Friday.

“We want a business cli-
mate where intellectual 
property rights and trade 
secrets are respected, not 
stolen,” Rice said.

China is suspected in 
the recent theft of per-
sonal data of millions of 
current and former U.S. 
government employees. 
The U.S. has not publi-
cly blamed China for that 

breach, which experts 
suspect was designed to 
gather intelligence ra-
ther than for commercial 
gain.

Rice’s overriding theme 
was a familiar one: The 
U.S. wants to cooperate 
with China on tackling 
global concerns, but Chi-
na should abide by glo-
bal norms — in economic 
policy, its security policy 
and behavior in the dis-
puted seas of East Asia 
and in human rights.

“This is a vital rela-
tionship of the 21st cen-
tury, and we have to be 
upfront about our diffe-
rences, because they are 

preventing us from rea-
ching the full potential 
of our cooperation,” she 
said.

Referring to the South 
China Sea, where China 
has spooked its neighbors 
by building artificial is-
lands with military facili-
ties to assert its disputed 
territorial claims, Rice 
asserted that the U.S. 
“will sail, fly and operate 
anywhere that internatio-
nal law permits.”

But Rice noted that con-
fidence-building measu-
res by the U.S. and Chi-
nese militaries agreed 
last year have reduced 
the risk of “unintended 
incidents” between the 
two forces in the Asia-
Pacific — where China is 
emerging as a challenge 
to decades of U.S. pre-e-
minence. AP
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AusTralia's new prime 
minister received a boost 

from a respected opinion poll 
yesterday, but the fallout lin-
gers from a bitter party batt-
le as the leader he ousted has 
attacked the credibility of his 
new treasurer.

A Newspoll published in The 
Australian newspaper fou-
nd that Malcolm Turnbull is 
Australia's most popular pri-
me minister in more than five 
years — a period that covered 
the terms of Julia Gillard, Ke-
vin Rudd and Tony Abbott.

The poll found 55 percent 
of respondents preferred him 
as prime minister — 18 poin-
ts more than Abbott received 
when the last poll was taken 
two weeks ago.

Turnbull also opened a 
34-point lead over opposition 
leader Bill Shorten, who had 
led Abbott in most Newspolls 
this year.

Newspoll also puts Tur-

ProTesTs against 
Nepal's new cons-

titution were abating, 
Nepal said yesterday, 
just hours after police 
opened fire on a crowd 
and injured three in 
the east of the Hima-
layan nation.

Curfews imposed 
amid weeks of violent 
demonstrations that 
left more than 40 dead 
are now being relaxed 
in parts of the coun-
try, the Home Ministry 
said yesterday. "The si-
tuation is improving," 
ministry spokesman 
Laxmi Prasad Dhakal 
said, describing the 
continuing protests as 
"small."

The violence has 
alarmed neighboring 
India, with New Delhi 
calling its ambassador 
to report on the situa-
tion Monday.

"We are deeply con-
cerned over the inci-
dents of violence resul-
ting in death and inju-
ry in regions of Nepal 
bordering India," the 
Indian foreign minis-
try said in a statement. 

The Indian government 
backtracked yesterday 

on a proposed requirement 
for all messages sent on so-
cial media and mobile cha-
tting apps to be saved for 
several months as a way of 
defeating encryption tech-
nology.

The proposed law stipu-
lated that all social media 
users would have to save 
plain-text versions of mes-
sages for 90 days. Services 
such as WhatsApp, Face-
book, Twitter, Viber and 
Google Chat encrypt messa-
ges as they are sent between 
users.

There was widespread ou-
trage online over the threat 
to privacy and the possibili-
ty of prosecution for those 
who refused to save their 
communications.

The uproar comes just 
days before India's Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
heads to Silicon Valley whe-
re he is to meet technology 
entrepreneurs to persua-
de them to invest in India. 
Modi is scheduled to meet 
the chief executives of Mi-
crosoft and Google as well 

Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull

AUSTRALIA

New prime minister receives 
opinion poll boost

A Nepali woman shouts slogans during a protest against 
the Nepalese government and demanding it be restored as a 
Hindu nation, in New Delhi, India

NEPAL 

Gov’t eases curfews though 
constitution protests persist

INDIA

After outrage, Delhi 
rethinks draconian 
social media policy

nbull's coalition government 
ahead of the center-left La-
bor Party's opposition for the 
first time since April last year. 
However, the government's 
51 percent to 49 percent lead 
over the opposition is less 
than the survey's 3 percentage 
point margin of error.

In Abbott's last news confe-
rence as prime minister after 
he was ousted in a surprise 
leadership ballot of lawmakers 
in the ruling Liberal Party, he 
promised to make the transi-
tion to the new administration 
"as easy as I can."

"There will be no wrecking, 
no undermining and no sni-
ping," Abbott said.

But in his first media inter-
view since then, Abbott con-
tradicted the new Treasurer 
Scott Morrison's version of 
events leading up to the lea-
dership challenge.

Morrison has said he played 
no role in the challenge that 
resulted in his own promotion 
from social services minister 

to the senior economics port-
folio, which is regarded as the 
most prestigious after the pri-

me minister.
Morrison also said he war-

ned Abbott's office days be-

fore Turnbull's challenge that 
"things were pretty febrile and 
they should be on high alert."

But Abbott told The Daily 
Telegraph newspaper in an 
interview published yesterday 
that there was no such war-
ning.

"Not true, not true. Scott 
never warned anyone," Abbo-
tt told the newspaper after a 
morning surf in Sydney on 
Monday. "I'm afraid Scott ba-
dly misled people."

Abbott's version of events 
will likely heighten the anger 
of his allies within the gover-
nment ranks who accuse Tur-
nbull and his supporters of 
treachery.

The Newspoll was based on 
a telephone survey of 1,645 
voters nationwide from Thur-
sday until Sunday last week. 
The poll was taken after Tur-
nbull was sworn in as prime 
minister but before his Cabi-
net was sworn in on Monday. 
His Cabinet is younger, more 
moderate and contains more 
women than the previous Ca-
binet chosen by the more con-
servative Abbott.

The poll mirrored two opi-
nion polls last week that fou-
nd Turnbull was more popular 
that Shorten.

Shorten says the poll bounce 
is just a short-term reaction to 
the removal of an unpopular 
prime minister. AP

as visit the Facebook cam-
pus where he will address a 
townhall-style meeting with 
the social media giant's co-
founder Mark Zuckerberg.

India has more than 350 
million Internet users and 
that number is expected to 
grow rapidly as more peo-
ple use smartphones to go 
online.

Communications and In-
formation Technology Mi-
nister Ravi Shankar Prasad 
said the government was 
withdrawing its draft en-
cryption policy. The amend-
ment to an existing telecoms 
law would be redrafted and 
would not affect most peo-
ple.

"I wish to make it very 
clear that it is just a draft 
and not the view of the go-
vernment," Prasad told a 
press conference.

The proposed law would 
also have required foreign 
companies using encryption 
to submit their software to 
scrutiny by Indian govern-
ment agencies.

The government has set an 
Oct. 16 deadline for public 
feedback on the law. AP

"The issues facing Ne-
pal are political in na-
ture and cannot be re-
solved through force."

On Monday, police 
opened fire on a crowd 
of stone-hurling pro-
testers in the eastern 
city of Biratnagar, and 
one officer was inju-
red, police said.

A spokesman for the 
Nepal Oil Corpora-
tion, Dipak Baral, said 
Indian oil tankers are 
refusing to enter Nepal 

"because of security 
concerns." Trucks car-
rying cargo from In-
dia were also stopping 
short of the border.

While many in Ne-
pal cheered Sunday's 
adoption of a perma-
nent constitution after 
a 10-year effort, some 
ethnic groups say their 
concerns that the se-
ven newly defined sta-
tes would have borders 
cutting through their 
ethnic homelands were 

ignored. Some groups 
have also argued for 
bigger territory and 
more seats for ethnic 
minorities in parlia-
ment and government, 
and other protesters 
want the country to 
remain Hindu, rather 
than secular, as was 
decided.

"We will continue our 
protests until the ma-
jor parties fulfil our de-
mands," said Abhisek 
Pratap Sah, who leads 
a group that wants 
provinces carved out 
for its members in the 
southern plains of Ne-
pal.

The government sees 
the new constitution 
as a much-needed suc-
cess for the nation of 
28 million, still recove-
ring from a devastating 
April 25 earthquake 
that killed thousands.

Amnesty Interna-
tional urged Nepal to 
rein in security forces, 
noting in a statement 
Monday night that in-
vestigations by human 
rights groups "found 
that in many of the pro-
test-related deaths, the 
force used by security 
forces was excessive, 
disproportionate or 
unnecessary, contrary 
to international legal 
standards." AP
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amy winehouse documentary to 
be lesson for thai delinquents 

social workers in 
Thailand think the tragic 
story of the late singer and 
songwriter Amy Winehouse 
can be a lesson to wayward 
youth, so they treated about 
100 of them to a movie 
about her.
Winehouse, bedeviled by 
addictions to drug and 
drink before her death 
in 2011 at the age of 27, 
was the subject of a well-
received documentary this 
year, “Amy.”
The Thai Health Promotion 
Foundation and the Stop 
Drink Network arranged 
for nearly 100 boys from a 
juvenile detention center, 

together with dozens of 
university students and 
members of various youth 
groups, to watch the film 
today, saying they hope it 
inspires them to overcome 
their own problems.
The film documents Wine-
house’s talent, how she tried 
to cope with the pressures of 
fame, and her death of acci-
dental alcohol poisoning.

ASIA-PACIFIC亞太版

Oliver Teves, Manila

Gunmen abducted 
two Canadians, inclu-
ding a former mining 
company executi-

ve, a Filipino woman and the 
Norwegian marina manager at 
an upscale resort complex on 
a southern Philippine island, 
sparking an air and sea sear-
ch by authorities, officials said 
yesterday.

At least 11 men armed with 
pistols and two rifles arrived 
on two motorboats and entered 
the Holiday Ocean View Samal 
Resort before midnight Mon-
day on Samal Island off Davao 
City, military and police offi-
cials said, citing witnesses and 
a security video that captured 
part of the kidnapping.

The gunmen attempted to sei-
ze an American and his Japa-
nese companion on one of the 
yachts docked at the marina, 
but the couple resisted and es-
caped by jumping off the boat. 
The two suffered minor injuries 
as they struggled to break free 
from the kidnappers, police 
said.

Amid the commotion, Cana-
dians John Ridsdel and Ro-
bert Hall and the Filipino wo-
man, Teresita Flor, rushed out 
of their yacht and were taken. 
Norwegian Kjartan Sekkings-

The local printer of 
the International 

New York Times decided 
not to publish yester-
day’s edition in Thailand 
because of an article on 
the future of the Thai 
monarchy that it called 
“too sensitive to print” in 
the country, where strict 
laws limit open discus-
sion of the royal family.

The article, headli-
ned “As Thai king ails, 
crown’s future unclear,” 
discussed the declining 
health of 87-year-old 
King Bhumibol Adulya-
dej and concerns about 
the monarchy’s succes-
sion. The story, pub-
lished on the front page 
of the newspaper’s Asia 
editions, was written by 
its Bangkok-based cor-
respondent.

In an email sent to subs-
cribers, the newspaper 
said the decision to blo-

A man walks inside the compound of Holiday Ocean View Samal Resort, on Samal 
Island in southern Philippines

British singer Amy Winehouse

PHILIPPINES 

Gunmen abduct 2 Canadians, 1 Filipino 
from resort off Davao City  

tad, who was the resort’s ma-
rina manager, was seized when 
he approached to check what 
was happening, said Senior 
Supt. Samuel Gandingan, the 
police chief Davao del Norte 
province, which includes Samal 
Island.

Government forces later heard 
of the abductions and began a 
search.

“Unfortunately, the lead time 
that the abductors had and the 
darkness of night were able to 
cover the retreat of the abduc-
tors,” military spokesman Col. 
Restituto Padilla told reporters 
in Manila.

Government forces on planes 
and helicopters were scouring 
the waters and coastal areas in 
the Davao Gulf. Two motorboa-

ts were found in nearby Davao 
Oriental province and autho-
rities were trying to ascertain 
if they were the boats the kid-
nappers had used, Gandingan 
said.

Norwegian officials said they 
have been notified about the re-
ported abduction but have yet 
to independently confirm it.

“We are obviously very con-
cerned now,” Olav David 
Sekkingstad, the father of the 
abducted Norwegian, told the 
Bergens Tidende newspaper in 
Norway.

Ridsdel is the former chief 
operating officer of mining 
company TVI Resource Develo-
pment Philippines Inc., a sub-
sidiary of Canada’s TVI Pacific, 
where he is still a consultant, a 
company officer said.

There were no immediate 
booking cancellations and de-
partures of tourists on Samal 
island although resort opera-
tors expect a drop in the num-
ber of visitors once news of the 
abductions spreads, said Ara-
celi Ayuste, who operates two 
resorts.

No group has claimed res-
ponsibility. Muslim and com-
munist rebels, al-Qaida-linked 
Abu Sayyaf militants and crimi-
nal syndicates have been active 
for years in the restive southern 
region due to weak law enfor-

cement in rural areas despite 
years of on-and-off government 
crackdowns.

Communist New People’s 
Army guerrillas are active in 
the hinterlands of the Davao 
region, about 975 kilometers 
(610 miles) southeast of Mani-
la, where they have denounced 
foreign mining operations and 
military counterinsurgency as-
saults.

Abu Sayyaf militants are noto-
rious for kidnapping foreigners 
and Filipinos for ransom in the 
vast Mindanao region. In 2001, 
Abu Sayyaf militants tried un-
successfully to seize hostages 
from the Pearl Farm Beach Re-
sort south of Ocean View during 
a ransom-kidnapping spree.

The Abu Sayyaf abducted 21 
people, mostly European tou-
rists, from a diving resort in 
neighboring Malaysia in 2000, 
then abducted three Americans 
and 17 Filipinos the following 
year from the Dos Palmas re-
sort in Palawan province sou-
thwest of Manila.

Abu Sayyaf gunmen are still 
holding other hostages, inclu-
ding two Malaysians, a Dutch 
bird watcher kidnapped near-
ly three years ago, and a town 
mayor. All are believed to be 
held by the militants in their 
jungle bases in southern Sulu 
province. AP

THAILAND

International NY Times blocked over king article

ck Tuesday’s edition was 
made by its Thailand-ba-
sed printer.

“Today’s edition of the 
International New York 
Times was not printed in 
Thailand because it in-
cludes an article that our 
locally contracted printer 
deemed too sensitive too 
print,” the newspaper 
said.

“This decision was made 

solely by the printer and 
is not endorsed by the 
International New York 
Times,” it added, refer-
ring readers to its websi-
te where the Asia edition 
could be accessed online, 
as well as its smartphone 
and tablet apps.

A spokeswoman for the 
newspaper in London 
confirmed the informa-
tion, and said she had no 

further comment.
Self-censorship is com-

mon among the media in 
Thailand, where discus-
sion of the monarchy is 
an extremely sensitive be-
cause strict lese majeste 
laws make criticism of the 
royal family punishable 
by up to 15 years in pri-
son. Foreign publications 
are sometimes affected, 
most notably The Eco-
nomist magazine, which 
several times in recent 
years has not been sold or 
sent out by its Thai distri-
butor when it has carried 
critical content.

Over the past year, the-
re has been a significant 
increase in lese majeste 
convictions, which rights 
groups say is part of a wi-
der crackdown on critics 
and dissent since the mi-
litary seized power from 
a civilian government in 
May 2014.

The targets are often 
users of social media. 
Even before the coup, 

authorities blocked web-
sites they considered of-
fensive. AP
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Elena Becatoros, Athens

Greeks have elected Ale-
xis Tsipras prime minister 

for the second time this year but 
with a strikingly different man-
date: Instead of the vehemently 
anti-austerity platform he es-
poused in January, he has now 
agreed to implement yet more 
stringent spending cuts and tax 
hikes.

The 41-year-old left-wing lea-
der, who was sworn into office 
yesterday, pulled off the re-
markable gamble he took when 
he resigned in August, barely 
seven months into his four-year 
term, triggering elections to face 
down a rebellion within his Syri-
za party over his policy U-turn 
in accepting more austerity in 
return for a third bailout for 
Greece.

But now he must implement 
deeply unpopular measures of 
the sort he made his political ca-
reer railing against.

Tsipras was re-forming his 
previous government with his 
former coalition partner, the 
small right-wing populist Inde-
pendent Greeks who narrowly 
made it into parliament in se-

Brahima Ouedraogo, 
Ouagadougou

Burkina Faso’s 
coup leader said 

yesterday that negotia-
tions are still ongoing 
even though a deadline 
given by the military for 
the junta to disarm has 
expired.

Gen. Gilbert Diendere, 
the coup leader who was 
head of an elite presi-
dential guard until last 
year, said he awaits the 
results of talks by West 
African regional media-
tors in Abuja, Nigeria. 
He said that is likely 
where a solution lies.

Leftwing leader Alexis Tsipras, left, shakes hands with President Prokopis Pavlopoulos

 
The splintering 
of the more 
vehemently 
‘anti-
memorandum’ 
faction of 
Syriza and 
the renewed 
electoral 
mandate 
reduces the 
immediate 
political 
uncertainty.

FITCH RATINgS

Anti coup protestors near the entrance to the Libya hotel were talks 
about the recent Burkina Faso coup are taking place

gREECE

Tsipras: bailout rebel 
to bailout enforcer  

venth place in Sunday’s election. 
Their administration will have a 
narrow majority of 155 seats in 
the 300-member legislature.

Crucially, however, Tsipras no 
longer has to worry about the 
hard left radicals within his own 
party who triggered his previous 
government’s demise by voting 
against him on Greece’s bailout, 
costing him his parliamentary 
majority. The new anti-bailout 
party they formed did worse 
than they expected on Sunday, 
failing to win any parliamentary 
seats.

The pro-bailout parties now 
control at least 258 seats, with 
the anti-austerity camp redu-
ced to the Nazi-inspired Golden 
Dawn, which came in third pla-
ce, and the Communist Party.

“The splintering of the more 
vehemently ‘anti-memoran-
dum’ faction of Syriza and the 
renewed electoral mandate for 
Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras 
reduces the immediate politi-
cal uncertainty that had arisen 
with the decision to call snap 
elections,” said the Fitch ratings 
agency, referring to the memo-
randum of understanding sig-
ned for the bailout. “It should 

also be possible to continue to 
rely on the votes of some of the 
centrist parties for key reforms, 
if necessary.”

Tsipras won the election with 
ease, getting 35.5 percent of the 
vote and leaving the conserva-
tive New Democracy party trai-
ling with 28.1 percent. But voter 
turnout was at a record low, with 
nearly 45 percent abstaining in 
a country with traditionally high 
turnout. Election fatigue played 
a part, with this being the third 
national vote this year, after the 
January election and a July re-
ferendum in which Tsipras suc-
cessfully urged Greeks to reject 
creditor reform proposals.

Others saw little to choose 
from in the election, as whoever 
was victorious was still bound 
by the bailout terms to imple-
ment the deal.

The election results “were di-
sappointing, and I am pessimis-
tic, because we already knew 
which line of politics would be 
followed; the politics of the third 
(bailout), said Athens resident 
Nikos Georgopoulos. “So we 
know that there is nothing good 
for the Greek people to wait for.”

Tsipras’ new government now 

has its work cut out for it — and 
it can afford to waste little time.

Not only must it start imple-
menting painful austerity mea-
sures, including an overhaul of 
the pension system, increased 
taxation for farmers and pro-
ducing a budget for 2016, but it 
also has to deal with the growing 
refugee crisis that has hamme-
red the country.

More than 260,000 refugees 
and migrants have entered 
Greece so far this year, with 
hundreds more arriving each 
day. Although the vast majority 
don’t want to stay in Greece and 
head north to more prosperous 
European countries, Greek au-
thorities must still handle the 
new arrivals. Overstretched is-
land authorities have struggled 
to provide adequate shelter and 
food, and long delays in registe-
ring the newcomers has led to 
severe overcrowding and occa-
sionally violent demonstrations.

One of his first appearances in 
his newly elected post will be in 
Brussels on Wednesday to at-
tend a European Union summit 
on migration.

But it is the handling of the 
bailout — a three-year 86-billion 
euro ($97 billion) package of 

rescue loans — and its accom-
panying austerity measures that 
is likely to be the new govern-
ment’s biggest test.

Greece’s European creditors 
have made clear they expect the 
deal to be implemented in full. A 
review by creditor representati-
ves is expected next month, and 
the country still has stringent 
banking restrictions introduced 
to prevent an all-out bank run in 
late June.

Tsipras has made no secret of 
the fact he disagrees with the 
bailout. He has argued its con-
ditions are too harsh, but said 
he had no choice but to accept 
them as the alternative wou-
ld have been bankruptcy and 
a potentially disastrous Greek 
exit from Europe’s joint cur-
rency. He has pledged to soften 
the blow as much as he can and 
negotiate for alternatives where 
possible.

“I think that the most im-
portant (thing) is that we are 
now able to design a long-term 
plan,” Tsipras told Independent 
Greeks head Panos Kamme-
nos during a meeting Monday 
to discuss the new government 
makeup.

“We now have a big opportu-
nity, with stability and within a 
four-year (term), to implement 
our basic commitment, which 
is to give the honorable fight — 
and bleed if needed — in order 
for our people to stop bleeding.”

It is talk that makes analysts 
and markets nervous.

“The risks to the program’s 
success remain high,” Fitch 
said, noting the poor voter tur-
nout suggesting disillusion with 
Greek politics.

“Political rhetoric still contains 
an anti-austerity element notwi-
thstanding Syriza’s official com-
mitment to implement the pro-
gram,” the ratings agency said, 
adding that “it will therefore 
take time for trust to be restored 
between Greece and its credi-
tors, which increases the risk of 
delayed program reviews.

“Meanwhile, political and 
popular backing for the third 
bailout appears ambivalent, 
making that the government’s 
negotiating stance unpredictab-
le.” AP

BURkINA FASO 

Coup leader says awaiting regional decision  
Diendere said there is 

no use for confronta-
tions at this time, and 
he is confident in nego-
tiations.

“We will find a solu-
tion between brothers 
in arms to avoid con-
frontations,” he said.

Burkina Faso’s media 
reported that the junta 
had been given a 10 a.m. 
(1000 GMT) deadline 
to disarm. The Natio-
nal Armed Forces said 

it wanted the mutinous 
soldiers to lay down 
their arms and return to 
barracks without blood-
shed.

Soldiers from around 
Burkina Faso poured 
into the capital, Ouaga-
dougou, overnight in a 
show of force as the mi-
litary has vowed to di-
sarm the mutinous pre-
sidential guard behind 
last week’s coup yester-
day, with force if nee-

ded.
“I call on the popula-

tion of Burkina Faso to 
remain calm and to have 
confidence in the Natio-
nal Armed Forces who 
have reaffirmed their 
unfailing commitment 
to preserve the unity of 
the nation,” Gen. Pin-
grenoma Zagre said in a 
statement.

A civic organization 
told residents to remain 
in their homes. AP
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Nicole Winfield, Christine Armario

PoPe Francis ended his 
visit to Cuba yester-
day with a Mass at the 
country’s most reve-

red shrine and a pep talk with 
families before flying north to 
Washington for the start of his 
U.S. tour.

Francis’ address to families 
and symbolically potent flight 
to the United States undersco-
re two of the big themes of his 
Cuba pilgrimage: encouraging 
reconciliation within families 
and between the U.S. and Cuba. 
He worked behind the scenes as 
mediator in 18 months of secret 
talks on re-establishing diplo-
matic relations between the two 
nations.

On his arrival in Cuba, the 
pope described the success of 
the negotiations as an example 
of peacemaking for the entire 
world. The Vatican spokesman 
said that this trip was aimed 
partly at encouraging progress 
in the continuing effort to nor-
malize U.S.-Cuba ties in fields 
ranging from commerce to en-
vironmental cooperation.

Beyond its importance to the 
pope, the state of the family 
has been a longtime concern 
for the Roman Catholic Church 
in Cuba. Economic deprivation 
and successive waves of emi-
gration have left many families 

 
Do you believe 
it is possible 
that a traitor 
can become a 
friend?

PoPE FRANCIS

Pope Francis, right, and bishop Emilio Aranguren Echeverria, look out from the 
pilgrimage site Hill of the Cross, in Holguin

CUBA

Pope ends trip with address 
to families, heads to US  

broken and divided, and the 
church has focused intensely in 
recent years on trying to encou-
rage traditional values like hard 
work, respect and fidelity that 
many Cubans worry have been 
lost over the years.

Those concerns about moral 
degradation are widespread 
among Cubans regardless of 
how religious they are.

While around 10 percent regu-
larly attend Mass, many more 
believe in religious icons like 
the Virgin of Charity of Cobre, 

whose sanctuary is important 
to both observant Catholics 
and followers of Afro-Cuban 
Santeria traditions. The foot-
tall wooden statue is kept in an 
ivory-colored church with soa-
ring red domes nestled in the 
shadow of the Sierra Maestra 
mountains in the small commu-
nity of Cobre just outside San-
tiago. One corner of the church 
where Francis celebrated Mass 
yesterday is dedicated to offe-
rings left for the Virgin, inclu-
ding votives and thousands of 

handwritten notes.
“She means so much,” said 

Juana Isabel Gonzalez Huart, a 
retired state worker. “She’s the 
mother who protects us.”

Before flying to Santiago on 
Monday, Francis celebrated 
Mass in Holguin, a city of about 
300,000 in eastern Cuba. In 
his homily, he pressed some of 
the subtle themes he has deve-
loped during this balancing act 
of a Cuban visit. He told the 
crowd of how Jesus picked a 
lowly and despised tax collec-

tor, Matthew, and instructed 
him without casting judgment 
to follow him. That act of mercy 
changed Matthew forever.

Francis told the Cubans that 
they, too, should allow them-
selves “to slowly overcome our 
preconceptions and our reluc-
tance to think that others, much 
less ourselves, can change.”

“Do you believe it is possible 
that a tax collector can be a ser-
vant?” he asked on Day 3 of his 
visit to the island. “Do you be-
lieve it is possible that a traitor 
can become a friend?”

It was a theme Francis sket-
ched out Sunday night in an off-
the-cuff encounter with young 
people. He encouraged them to 
dream big about what their life 
could be like, and not be “boxed 
in” by ideologies or preconcep-
tions about others.

“If you are different than me, 
why don’t we talk?” Francis 
asked the crowd. “Why do we 
always throw rocks at that whi-
ch separates us?” AP
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what’s ON ...

installation ‘Valkyrie octopus’ 
by Joana Vasconcelos
time: 24 hours 
until: october 31, 2015 
Venue: MgM MACAu, Av. Dr. Sun Yat Sen, NAPE  
admission: Free  
enquiries: (853) 8802 8888

inspiration in stars exploring - exhibition of 
astrophotography works by lei chi fai
time: 10am-6pm 
(Closed on Mondays, open on public holidays) 
until: october 18, 2015
Venue: Taipa Houses-Museum 
admission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 8988 4100

2015 art troupe-in-residence programme 
– free yourself 
time: 10:30am-6:30pm  (Closed on Mondays)
until: November 1, 2015
admission: Free 
Venue: 10 Fantasia - A Creative Industries 
Incubator, 10, Calçada da Igreja de S.Lázaro, Macau 
enquiries: (853) 2835 4582

tea culture house
time: 9am-7pm daily 
(Closed on Mondays, open on public holidays)
Venue: Macau Tea Culture House, Lou Lim Ioc 
Garden, Avenida do Conselheiro Ferreira de Almeida 
admission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 2882 7103 / 2858 6250

western Views on china: 
paints of the 19th century about china
time: 10am-7pm 
(Closed on Mondays, No admission after 6:30 pm) 
until: December 31, 2015
Venue: Macau Museum of Art, 
Av. Xian Xing Hai, s/n, NAPE 
admission: MoP5 
(Free on Sundays and public holidays) 
enquiries: (853) 8791 9814

our ‘belle Époque’ 
– exhibition of macau fashion design
time: 12pm-7pm 
(Closed on Tuesdays, open on public holidays)
until: october 4, 2015 
Venue: No Cruzamento da Avenida do Coronel 
Mesquita com a Avenida Almirante Lacerda Macau 
admission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 2853 0026

this day in history

World famous film actor and director Charlie Cha-
plin has returned to England for the first time in 21 
years. 

He arrived with his wife oona - daughter of playwri-
ght Eugene o’Neill - and their four children at Sou-
thampton on the Queen Elizabeth cruise liner. 

He was greeted by hundreds of well-wishers and 
told waiting journalists he and his family planned to 
travel around the country. 

“We’re here for the opening of the benefit for the 
Royal Society for Teaching the Blind and then after 
that we have an idea of touring beautiful England and 
going to all the historical spots.” 

He added: “This is the first time that my wife has 
been abroad and naturally we’re going to try and 
cram in as much as we can.” 

But he would not comment on reports that the US 
Attorney General James McGranery may not allow 
him to return to America pending an investigation 
into alleged “subsversive”, left-wing activities. 

The Chaplin family then took a train to London’s 
Waterloo station where he was again greeted by 
cheering crowds. 

Mr Chaplin later gave a press conference outsi-
de the Savoy Hotel where he told reporters it was 
a “shock” to see Waterloo Bridge - which has been 
rebuilt since he was last in the capital - but that Big 
Ben was “a beautiful sight”. 

He has come over from America to promote his la-
test film, Limelight, a story of life in the music hall 
set in 1917. 

The premier will be shown on 16 october at the 
odeon Cinema, Leicester Square. 

Mr Chaplin was born in London in 1889, the son of 
music hall entertainers. His mother had a nervous 
breakdown and his father died when little Charlie was 
five. 

He danced in the street for pennies with his half
-brother, Sydney, and was then sent to an orphanage. 
He came to America when he was 17 with a troupe of 
players and in 1912 joined the Keystone company to 
appear in his first silent film, Making a Living. 

In 1919 he co-founded United Artists and made 
such classics as The Kid (1921), City Lights (1928), 
Modern Times (1936), and The great Dictator (1940). 

                   Courtesy BBC News

1952  charlie chaplin 
          comes home

in context

a month later, Charlie Chaplin went to Paris where he was 
awarded the Legion of Honour for his contribution to cinema. 
After Paris he went to Rome and then Switzerland, where 
he made his home after he was barred from the US for his 
left-wing views. He and his wife went on to have four more 
children. 
In 1972 he was not only allowed back for a visit but awarded a 
Special Academy Award. Three years later he was knighted by 
the Queen. He died in 1977. 
In 2002 confidential Foreign Office papers from 1956 released 
by the Public Record Office in Britain revealed the comic’s 
knighthood had been delayed because of his “communist” 
sympathies and worries about his morals. 

Offbeat

Road construction workers in central India killed a 
man when they accidentally buried him in a pit while 
repairing a road, police said yesterday.

The road repair crew failed to notice that a drunken 
man had fallen into a crater on the side of the road in 
Sleemanabad, a village in Madhya Pradesh state.

Working in the evening, the workers dumped gravel 
and an asphalt mixture into the pit, burying the man, 
before using a large roller to smoothen the road, said 
Constable Dhruvsingh Thakur.

The death was discovered when villagers noticed 
that part of the man’s hand was visible in the road and 
police dug out his body on Monday.

The man, in his mid-30s, had gone to a village fair 
and later stopped at a liquor store. He was heading 
home when he fell into the pit and lost consciousness, 
his neighbors told Thakur.

Two workers of the road repair crew were arrested 
and have been charged with homicide.

Poorly maintained roads with large potholes are com-
mon in India.

road repair crew accidently 
buries a drunken man in india 

TV canal macau
13:00

13:30

14:30

18:20

19:00

19:40

20:30

21:00

21:40

22:10

23:00

23:30

01:10

TDM News (Repeated)    

News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   

RTPi Live    

Trail of Lies (Repeated)    

TDM Interview (Repeat)    

Soap opera    

Main News, Financial & Weather Report   

Montra do Lilau    

Miscellaneous    

Trail of Lies    

TDM News    

Miscellaneous    

Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated) 

INFOTAINMENT 資訊／娛樂 

cinema
cineteatro
19 sep - 23 sep

Maze rUnner: the SCorCh trialS_
room 1
(2D) 2.30, 4.45, 9.30 pm
(3D) 7.15 
Director:  wes ball
Starring: iDylan o’brien, kaya Scodelario, thomas 
brodie-Sangster
language: english (Cantonese)
Duration: 131min

evereSt_
room 2
(2D) 2.30, 4.45, 9.30 pm
(3D) 7.15 
Director:  baltasar kormakur
Starring: Jason Clarke, Josh brolin, John hawkes, 
robin wright
language: english (Cantonese)
Duration: 121min

gUia in love_
room 3
2.15, 5.45, 7.30 pm
Director: Sam leong
Starring: wong you nam, Steohy tang, annie lau
language: Cantonese (Cantonese/english)
Duration: 104min

attaCk on titan: enD of the worlD_
room 3
4.00, 9.30 pm
Director:  Shinji higuchi
Starring: haruma Miura, kiko Mizuhara
language: Japonese (Cantonese/english)
Duration: 90min

macau tower
10 sep - 30 sept

Maze rUnner: the SCorCh trialS_
2.30, 4.45, 7.15, 9.30 pm
Director:  wes ball
Starring: iDylan o’brien, kaya Scodelario, thomas 
brodie-Sangster
language: english (Cantonese)
Duration: 131min

Charles Chaplin and his wife Oona on 
the roof of their London hotel,1952.
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THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS

SUDOKU

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard
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omaCroSS: 1- Poor actors; 5- As to; 9- Munich mister; 13- “What I Am” singer 

Brickell; 14- Actress garson; 15- Zeno of ___; 16- Pretense; 18- Diner’s card; 19- 
guarantee; 20- Pertaining to tactics; 22- “The Highwayman” poet; 23- one-twelfth 
of a year; 24- Hot rock; 26- Chemically active metallic element; 31- Sympathetic 
sounds; 34- Farm unit; 37- Dreadlocks wearer; 38- In spite of; 42- Portals; 43- 
“Beetle Bailey” dog; 44- Cinque follower; 45- Killer; 47- Related by blood; 50- Fads; 
53- Bing Crosby’s record label; 57- Vindictive; 61- Sell directly to the consumer; 
62- Water pitcher; 63- Metaphorical; 65- Blood fluids; 66- Atty.-to-be exams; 67- 
Guitarist Clapton; 68- General ___ chicken; 69- First name in architecture; 70- Pier; 

Down: 1- Macho guys; 2- A Bell for ___; 3- Young girl; 4- Film follow-up; 5- Discount 
rack abbr.; 6- Cool!; 7- V-shaped fortification; 8- Builds; 9- Prefix with sphere; 10- 
Util. bill; 11- Actress Sofer; 12- Actor Julia; 
14- Golly!; 17- Bear in the sky; 21- Sharp-
pointed plant outgrowth; 23- Like a he-man; 
25- Large container; 27- Pop; 28- Egyptian 
goddess; 29- Magazine founder Eric; 30- 
Wise trio; 31- No ifs, ___...; 32- Fleece; 33- 
Greek portico; 35- Queue after Q; 36- Kett 
and James; 39- Twisted; 40- grenoble’s 
river; 41- Fine; 46- Form of lottery; 48- Think 
tank product; 49- Took home; 51- False 
front; 52- “Enigma Variations” composer; 
54- City on the Nile; 55- Honda model; 
56- Smart guy; 57- Sleeveless garment; 58- 
Farm females; 59- Adopted son of Claudius; 
60- Mardi ___; 61- Monopoly quartet: Abbr.; 
64- ___-Aztecan languages;

Yesterday’s solution

CROSSWORDS
USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

 

Beijing

Harbin

Tianjin

Urumqi

Xi’an

Lhasa

Chengdu

Chongqing

Kunming

Nanjing

Shanghai

Wuhan

Hangzhou

Taipei

Guangzhou

Hong Kong

WEATHER

Moscow

Frankfurt

Paris

London

New York

Min Max ConDition

China

worlD

19 

9 

20 

12 

18 

11 

20 

25 

17 

20 

22 

21 

20 

22 

25 

26 

emergency calls  999

fire department 28 572 222

PJ (open line) 993

PJ (Picket) 28 557 775

PSP 28 573 333

Customs 28 559 944

S. J. hospital 28 313 731

kiang wu hospital 28 371 333

Commission against 

Corruption (CCaC) 28326 300

iaCM 28 387 333

tourism 28 333 000

airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283

water Supply – Report 1990 992

telephone – Report 1000

electricity – Report 28 339 922

Macau Daily times 28 716 081

INFOTAINMENT資訊／娛樂 
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13
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You are dealing with one detail too 
many today — so do what you can 
to pass them off on others who can 
tackle them more effectively. The 
good news is that your allies can 
come to the rescue!

April 20-May 20
Your affectionate side is on 
display now — and you may find 
that your people are hungry for 
more! Give as much as you can, 
because there’s no telling how it 
will all be repaid.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
You need to get some straight 
talk from a good friend or close 
colleague. Their advice can make 
the difference between spinning 
your wheels and racing over the 
finish line, so listen up.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Your analytical side is dominant 
today. That could mean you’re 
better at math, or it could mean that 
you alienate a friend — it’s up to you 
how you want to deploy this cold, 
hard logic.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You are as predictable as a fine 
timepiece today — and there’s 
nothing wrong with that! Sometimes 
you like to act on impulse, but for 
now, you’d rather just stick to your 
routines.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
You may need to go out of your way 
to tidy up at work or at home — 
something just doesn’t sit right with 
you. Fortunately, it’s easy to address, 
and you should find smooth sailing 
thereafter.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Take in everything that goes on 
around you today — it’s all grist for 
the mill, and your listening skills 
serve you better than almost any of 
your other amazing talents. Reflect 
what you hear!

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
You acquire a new source of 
information that should prove to 
be quite reliable — if a little out 
of the ordinary. Test it at first, but 
you will likely come to trust it in 
the long run.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Try to focus on the little details today 
— they are more important than 
usual, and while they might start to 
feel like they’re dragging you down, 
they’re really keeping you grounded.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You dig up the one missing clue 
that has been keeping you from 
breaking this case wide open. It 
could be romantic or work-related, 
but it should all start to fit together 
very soon.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
It’s way too easy for you to go 
overboard with criticism today 
— which isn’t usually your style. 
Even if someone asks directly for 
your input, you need to just keep it 
positive as much as possible.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You’ve got to be wary of others today, 
if only so they know you’re watching. 
It’s a good time for you to step up 
and warn someone before they cross 
the line, rather than letting them feel 
your wrath.

  Aquarius Pisces
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BOXINg

Yamanaka beats Moreno to 
keep WBC bantamweight 
crown

 
Shinsuke Yamanaka of Japan won a split decision 
against Anselmo Moreno of Panama yesterday to 
successfully defend his WBC bantamweight title for 
the ninth time. Yamanaka scored points with a late 
flurry of punches and improved to 24-0-2 with 17 
knockouts. Former WBA bantamweight champion 
Moreno dropped to 35-4-1 (12 KOs). Two judges 
scored the bout 115-113 in favor of Yamanaka while the 
third scored it 115-113 in favor of Moreno.

CRICkET

Chances of Pak-India series 
look slim, says Shaharyar
Pakistan Cricket Board chairman Shaharyar Khan 
says chances of a series against India in December 
looks slim as the Indian board is still waiting to get 
clearance from its government. Both the PCB and the 
Board of Control for Cricket in India last year signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding to play six series’ 
between 2015-2023 with Pakistan hosting India 
for tests, ODIs and Twenty20s in the United Arab 
Emirates in December. Khan says he doesn’t want to 
give India any ultimatum to confirm December’s tour, 
but thinks “chances are slim as they mix politics with 
sports.”

VOLLEyBALL

Poland beats Japan to stay 
1st at World Cup 
Poland rallied from one set down to beat Japan 24-
26, 27-25, 25-21, 25-19 and maintain first place at the 
men’s volleyball World Cup yesterday. Bartosz Kurek 
scored 18 points as world champions Poland improved 
to 10-0 for 29 points, two points ahead of the United 
States which improved to 9-1 with a 25-23, 26-24, 
25-17 win over defending champion Russia. Italy is in 
third place, one point behind the United States after 
a hard-fought 22-25, 25-20, 25-21, 20-25, 16-14 win 
over Argentina. Poland will face Italy on the final day 
of competition while the U.S. takes on Argentina.

Belgian theater drops Japan 
Olympic logo case

 
A theater in Belgium has dropped a plagiarism legal 
case over the design of a logo for the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics. The International Olympic Committee said 
in a statement yesterday that the Theatre de Liege 
“has decided to waive the pending procedure.” But the 
Belgian graphic artist who designed the emblem for 
the theater is vowing to fight on. The first Tokyo logo 
came under scrutiny because of its similarity to the 
theater’s emblem. The Japanese emblem’s designer, 
Kenjiro Sano, stood by his work but it was eventually 
withdrawn.

Japanese champion Shinsuke Yamanaka, left, and 
Panama’s challenger Anselmo Moreno

Belgian designer Olivier Debie displays the official emblem 
for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics and his logo for the Theatre 
de Liege on a screen

Jerome Pugmire
Sports Writer

Wednesday, 9:30pm 
Scotland v Japan 
H 1.17, D 41, A 6.5

JaPan lock Justin Ives is 
not afraid to admit he “com-
pletely lost the plot” after 
the shock win against South 

Africa at the Rugby World Cup — 
and he didn’t even play in it.

Now the 31-year-old Ives, who 
was born in New Zealand, gets his 
chance against Scotland today, af-
ter watching Saturday’s high dra-
ma from the stands. He’s been wai-
ting long enough.

Four years, in fact. He qualified 
for Japan on residency in 2011, 
but in his eighth test that year, the 
last warm-up for the Cup in New 
Zealand, he tore ligaments, and had 
to withdraw from the Cup squad 
because of the second serious knee 
injury of his career.

“I’ve been waiting longer than 
most people,” said Ives, who has 
30 test caps. “The sacrifices that so 
many people have made: My wife, 
family, and friends, the guys who 
were there for me four years ago 
when I got injured. They all encou-
raged me to come back, so I’m su-
per excited.”

 Japan fans celebrate the 34-32 win against South Africa in the Rugby World Cup Pool B match

RUgBy

Long wait over as Ives 
finally gets World Cup 
chance for Japan  

Although not quite as excited as 
he was after Japan’s 34-32 win 
against the Springboks in Bristol.

“I completely lost the plot at the 
end of the game. I didn’t know 
what to do. We were just hugging 
and shouting, unbelievable ... me-
mories for the rest of our lives,” 
Ives said.

“We sat in the team room and 
watched a replay of the game and 
everyone was shaking. I don’t know 
how many times I’ve watched the 
last five minutes. Unbelievable. 
Hopefully, it’s changed the mindset 
of Japanese rugby and what it’s like 
in our country.”

The win has brought the Wor-
ld Cup spotlight like never before 
onto the Brave Blossoms — and 
helped rugby, a niche sport in Ja-
pan, take attention away from foo-
tball, baseball and sumo.

It’s even impacted in rugby-mad 
New Zealand, where seven of the 
Japan squad were raised.

“I was just talking to Hendrik 
(Tui, teammate). His wife went into 
a Canterbury store last weekend to 
buy some jerseys for the kids and 
she couldn’t find any,” Ives said. 
“Then she went in there yesterday 
and half the store was full of Japan 
jerseys. It’s good to know that Kiwis 
back home are getting behind us.”

The team has no intention of 
being one-hit wonders, he said.

“We want to back it up, we don’t 
want people to just say ‘Oh, well 
done against South Africa,’” he said.

Unlike South Africa, the Scots 
know what’s coming at Glouces-
ter’s compact Kingsholm Stadium 
on Wednesday.

“It’s their first game, so there cou-
ld be a little bit of rustiness, but 
I’m sure they’ve had a bit of time 
to look into it,” Ives said. “We have 
to be good against the Scotland li-
neout.”

That’s where Steve Borthwick co-
mes in.

The 35-year-old Englishman 
knows the Scots well, having 
played 57 tests for England at lock. 
He has coached Japan’s forwards 
since 2012.

“Steve works on the lineouts like 
no one else I’ve ever come across,” 
Ives said. “We were running South 
Africa’s lineouts for the last cou-
ple of months against each other, 
knowing what to look out for and 
what to call against them. We’re 
not the tallest team but we know 
we’re probably the fastest lineout.”

Ives is convinced head coach Ed-
die Jones will show his tactical 
nous once again.

“Scotland have a massive height 
advantage on us, so we’ll just have to 
be smarter, and I’m pretty sure we’ve 
got one of the smartest coaches arou-
nd,” Ives said. AP / Oddschecker.com
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Southern SpaniSh city hit 
by power outage for 4 hourS 

Spanish officials say a major power ou-
tage left some 100,000 people in the sou-
thwestern port city of Cadiz without elec-
tricity for up to four hours.

A city spokesman said the outage between 
5 a.m. and 9 a.m. yesterday was caused by 
line failures in a city power station. He 
said it affected most city districts although 

not all at the same time.
He said the time of the outage meant its 

effect on businesses and households was 
limited. He said police were deployed to 
coordinate traffic until power was resto-
red.

The official spoke on condition of anony-
mity in keeping with town hall regulations.

20-40
Good

Joe McDonald
Business Writer, Beijing 

APPle Inc. has removed 
some applications from 

its App Store after develo-
pers in China were tricked 
into using software tools that 
added malicious code in an 
unusual security breach.

Apple gave no details of 
which companies were af-
fected. But Tencent Ltd. said 
its popular WeChat app was 
affected and the company 
released a new version af-
ter spotting the malicious 
code. Chinese news reports 
said others affected included 
banks, an airline and a popu-
lar music service.

The malicious code spread 
through a counterfeit version 
of Apple’s Xcode tools used 
to create apps for its iPhones 
and iPads, according to the 
company. It said the coun-
terfeit tools spread when de-
velopers obtained them from 
“untrusted sources” rather 
than directly from the com-
pany.

The malicious software col-
lects information from infec-

Apple withdraws some China 
apps after malware found 

ted devices and uploads it to 
outside servers, according to 
Palo Alto Networks, a U.S.
-based security firm, which 
investigated the malware. 
It was first publicized last 
week by researchers at Ali-
baba Group, the e-commerce 
giant, who dubbed it Xcode-
Ghost.

Cybersecurity experts 
say the episode shows that 
any device, including those 
running Apple’s iOS softwa-
re, can be vulnerable to ha-
ckers even though Apple is 
known for rigorously scruti-
nizing apps that are offered 
in its store.

“I wouldn’t say that the 
floodgates for iOS malware 
are open now, but this vec-
tor is probably something 
that other attackers are going 
to try to replicate in the fu-
ture,” said Ryan Olson, di-
rector of threat intelligence 
for Palo Alto Networks, in 
an interview. He said Apple 
is undoubtedly working on 
improving its ability to block 
similar attempts.

Hackers are increasingly 
looking for new ways to tar-
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The missing DemocraTic 
DebaTes

The bounce Carly Fiorina received from last 
week’s presidential debate has undoubtedly left 
many of her fellow candidates feeling jealous - 
and not just Republicans. Most of the Democrats 
trying to gain traction against Hillary Clinton are 
demanding more debates in hopes of raising their 
public profiles, too. By refusing, the Democratic 
National Committee not only hurts those candi-
dates, but also denies voters the chance to see a 
fair fight for the nomination.

The first of four Democratic debates before vo-
ting begins will not take place until mid-October 
- and three of them are on weekends. If the Demo-
cratic Party were trying to keep the audience to a 
minimum, it could hardly have drawn up a better 
plan. Equally troubling, candidates who participa-
te in any debate not sanctioned by the DNC forfeit 
their right to join the official debates. Why would 
a party want to muzzle its candidates this way?

It doesn’t take a cynic to believe that the DNC 
has the Clinton’s campaign’s best interests in 
mind. Front-runners almost always prefer to mi-
nimize the number of debates and their viewers, 
and the DNC chairwoman, Representative Deb-
bie Wasserman Schultz, was co-chair of Clinton’s 
2008 presidential campaign. Martin O’Malley has 
accused her of rigging the schedule and the rules 
in Clinton’s favor, and it’s hard not to sympathize 
with him.

The DNC’s priority should be to encourage 
broad discussion of the issues and give all can-
didates a chance to make their case. O’Malley is 
polling at about 2 percent, not far below where 
Fiorina stood before the second Republican de-
bate. More time in the spotlight might not boost 
his standing, but voters should make that deci-
sion, not the party.

Clinton says she’s open to more debates. Yet 
she refuses to call for them, saying it’s the DNC’s 
decision - as though her campaign holds no sway 
with the party.

Happily, the DNC is facing mounting public pres-
sure to act. Over the weekend, when Wasserman 
Schultz attempted to address a party conven-
tion in New Hampshire, she was drowned out by 
chants of “We want debates!” Some national party 
leaders have gotten the message. Two of its vice 
chairs have called for more debates, and House 
Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi has joined them.

Clinton should, too. In 2008, when she was 
falling behind Barack Obama, Clinton saw the 
virtue of calling for more debates - in no small 
part because she performed so well in them. Now, 
they could give her an opportunity to stop the Ber-
nie Sanders boomlet and remind voters why they 
once viewed her so favorably.

The public seems eager to tune in. The Repu-
blican debates have been a ratings bonanza, at-
tracting more than 23 million viewers. Whether 
they have been more entertaining or informative 
is itself a matter of debate. Either way, they’ve 
given voters a good chance to see the candidates 
in action. 

Democratic voters deserve the same opportunity.

World Views
Editorial Board, Bloomberg

thailanD The local printer 
of the International New 
york Times decides not to 
publish yesterday’s edition 
in Thailand because of an 
article on the future of the 
Thai monarchy that it called 
“too sensitive to print” in 
the country, where strict 
laws limit open discussion 
of the royal family.  
More on p13

nePal Protests against 
Nepal’s new constitution 
are abating, Nepal says, 
just hours after police 
opened fire on a crowd 
and injured three in the 
east of the Himalayan 
nation. More on p12

aUStralia’s new prime 
minister receives a boost 
from a respected opinion 
poll, but the fallout 
lingers from a bitter party 
battle as the leader he 
ousted has attacked the 
credibility of his new 
treasurer. More on p12

hong kong The Asian 
Development Bank cuts 
its growth forecast for 
the region’s developing 
economies to 5.8 percent, 
citing a softer outlook 
for China and India and 
a delayed recovery in 
the world’s advanced 
industrialized nations. 

CUba Pope Francis is 
calling on Cubans to 
rediscover their Catholic 
heritage and live a 
“revolution of tenderness,” 
highly evocative words 
in a country whose 
1959 socialist revolution 
installed an officially 
atheist government 
that was long hostile to 
religion. More on p15

britain’s most popular art 
gallery, Tate Modern, says 
it will open a new 10-story 
extension on June 17 after 
a revamp that cost 260 
million pounds (USD400 
million). The gallery in a 
disused power station 
beside the Thames in 
London opened in 2000 
and draws more than 5 
million visitors a year. The 
new building by architects 
Herzog & de Meuron — 
linked to the existing 
structure by the vast 
Turbine Hall — will add 
60 percent more display 
space.

get mobile apps and devices, 
including iPhones, becau-
se they are so widely used 
by many consumers, added 
Darren Hayes, a cyber-se-
curity expert at Pace Univer-
sity in New York.

The creators of this malwa-
re took advantage of public 
frustration with Beijing’s In-
ternet filters, which hamper 
access to Apple and other fo-
reign websites. That prompts 
some people to use copies of 
foreign software or docu-
ments that are posted on we-
bsites within China to speed 
up access.

“Sometimes network 
speeds are very slow when 
downloading large files from 
Apple’s servers,” wrote Claud 
Xiao, a Palo Alto Networks 
researcher, on its website. 
Due to the large size of the 
Xcode file, “some Chinese 
developers choose to down-
load the package from other 
sources or get copies from 
colleagues.”

Companies with apps that 
were affected include taxi
-hailing service Didi Kuaidi, 
Citic Industrial Bank, China 
Southern Airlines and the 
music service of NetEase, a 
popular Web portal, accor-
ding to the newspaper Yang-
cheng Evening News.

The incident is the only the 
sixth time malicious softwa-
re is known to have made it 
through Apple’s screening 
process for products on its 
App Store, according to 
Xiao. AP

Dirty graffiti. Marble rocks are covered up with gold leaf to mask anti-Semitic graffiti on the vandalized 
sculpture “Dirty Corner” by British-Indian artist Anish Kapoor in the Versailles castle, outside Paris, yesterday.
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